JCAA NEWSPAPER February 2012

Official Newspaper of the JERSEY COAST ANGLERS ASSOCIATION
(Published on January 23, 2012)

Monthly Meeting Room Brick Plaza at 270 Chambers Bridge Rd
"WORKING FOR MARINE RECREATIONAL ANGLERS"

JCAA REGULAR MEETING:

Tuesday, January 31, 2012
Starting at 7:30 PM
At Brick Plaza at 270 Chambers Bridge Rd
NEXT JCAA BOARD MEETING
Thursday, February 9th, 2012
Starting at 7:30 PM at JCAA Office

__=============Su
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE
JERSEY COAST ANGLERS ASSOC.
1201 Route 37 East, Suite 9, Toms River, NJ 08753
Phone 732-506-6565 Fax 732-506-6975
JCAA Newspaper Publisher Tom Fote
JCAA Newspaper Editor Paul Turi

This publication is printed and mailed one week
prior to each regular monthly meeting of the Jersey
Coast Anglers Association. One of the prime goals
of JCAA is to get accurate information into public
hands as soon as possible.

Anyone wishing to reproduce any part of this

newsletter has the permission of the JCAA and the
authors. Wherever possible, please credit the JCAA
Newsletter as your information source.
JCAA General Membership Meetings are for club
representatives and invited guests only.  These
meetings are not open to the general public. If you
would like to attend as a guest, call the President at
(732) 929-2591 or Tom Fote at (732) 270-9102 before
the meeting date to ask permission.

2011 OFFICERS

President Eileen Smith 732-899-2681
1% V.P. Joe Puntasecca 908-913-0551
2" V.P. Don Marantz 609-259-6368
Treasurer Doug Tegeder 732-341-5674
Rec. Sec. Tom Siciliano 609-296-3774
Cors. Sec. Paul Turi 609-660-2126
Mem. Sec. Bruce Smith 732-695-3431

Tournament Dir.
Committee & Chairpersons listed on last page

IMPORTANT DATES

January 31° JCAA General Meeting
February 1%-5™ AC Boat Show
February 7"-9™" ASMFC Week
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February 11" NJ’s Salt Water Sportsman
Magazine's National Seminar

February 28" JCAA General Meeting
March 8" JCAA Board Meeting

March 16"-18" Saltwater Expo

March 27" JCAA General Meeting

2012 High Rollers Raffle

It is now time for the JCAA High Rollers
2012 Raffle. We have put together a terrific selection
of rods and reels and other prizes for a raffle that will
be drawn on April 24, 2012. This is a major
fundraiser for the JCAA. The 8 prizes are listed
below with a value of over $3,832. Tickets will be
two dollars each and Club Representatives can get
books of tickets to sell by attending a JCAA
meeting. If you would like to buy raffle tickets call
the JCAA office. JCAA will have a booth at the
following venues where the raffle tickets will be
available for sale and the prizes will be on display:
The Atlantic City International Power Boat Show
Feb. 1% -5" the Saltwater Sportsman National
Seminar February 11", and the Saltwater Fishing
Show Mar. 16" - 18™. Stop by and say hello. Raffle
ticket books will also be mailed along with entries
for the 18" Annual JCAA Fluke Tournament. If you
would like to buy raffle tickets call the JCAA office.
When your club representative brings them to your
club, please help with your purchase. Without your
continued support we cannot function as an




organization in protecting the marine resource and
angler’s rights.

1. Penn 30VSX International Reel with Penn VVS3080TS60 6'
Rod Value $709 Donated by JCAA
2. Tony Maja Products Bunker Spoon Rod, Reel, Metered
Braided Line and Bunker Spoon
Value $623 Donated by BarnegatFishinHole.com
3. Minn Kota Riptide Trolling Motor model RT 55/SE/L&D
Value $550 Donated by Johnson Outdoors Inc
4. $500 Gift Certificate to Fishermen Headquarters
Value $500 Donated by Fishermen Headquarters
5. Canyon Reels HS-15 Reel with G Loomis SWR84-40C 7°
Value $477 Donated by Canyon Reels and JCAA
6. Penn 965 Reel with Penn Torque TG1220C66 6’ 6” Rod
Value $413 Donated by Penn
7. Two Gallons of Interlux Micron CSC Antifouling Paint
Value $400 Donated by InterLux
8. Shakespeare Ugly Stik SP1166 1IMH 6’ 6” Rod with Penn
Battle BTL 4000 Reel ~ Value $160 Donated by Penn

www.saltwaterreqistry.nj.gov.

2012 High Roller Raffle

Our volunteers have put together a great
selection of rods and reels for our new raffle.
Tickets are just $2.00 each or $10.00 a book. Club
representatives are encouraged to pick up their books
at the General Meeting. Help us to have another
successful season and with some luck, become a
winner yourself. With prices like this, it’s worth the
chance.

All of us are watching how we spend our
money to make ends meet. If you are interested in
going to a show and would like save some money,
volunteer to be at our booth at one of the upcoming
shows. We guarantee great company, meeting new
people and best of all going to the show. Call Mark
for times available and what shows.

President’s Report
By Eileen Smith

The time is quickly approaching to dust off
the rods and reels and check our supplies for the
upcoming season. While | am in that process, | am
making a list of what | would like to replace. The
Shows this spring have all the latest in one place. Be
sure to look for Mark Taylor’s list of places and
dates.

We need the club representatives to make
every effort to attend the January 31 JCAA General
Meeting since many important issues need to be
discussed. We have the election of 2012 Officers and
need to vote on a couple of important issues, like
JCAA position on the Black Sea Bass Addendum.

While taking care of household chores, let’s
take care of the taxes and remember that JCAA is a
501 3C Corporation and a wonderful tax deduction
for the 2011 season.

The New Jersey Division of Fish and
Wildlife reminds all saltwater anglers they must
register with the New Jersey Saltwater Recreational
Registry Program (NJSRRP) prior to fishing in 2012.
Anglers who registered in 2011 are reminded that
registrations expire at the end of each calendar year
and must be renewed annually. Anglers with a valid
license/registration from another exempted state, or a
New Jersey freshwater license, are still required to
register (for free) with the NJSRRP. The only means
to register is online at:

Clarification on NJ ASMFC

Vote on Menhaden
By Mark Taylor

I have spoken to many people who do not
understand New Jersey’s vote on the menhaden
addendum at the ASMFC meeting. | am writing this
article to inform you that at the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) Menhaden
Board, Tom Fote is not representing Jersey Coast

Anglers Association (JCAA). He is there as the
Governor's Appointee to the ASMFC. He is at that
board doing the work of the Governor. This means
he represents the Governor and his votes reflect the
Governor’s opinion. JCAA does not have a vote at
ASMFC. Like every other individual and
organization, JCAA makes its opinion known at
public hearings and in written comments. JCAA’s
testimony and written comments were clearly in
support of the addendum. And that addendum was
passed without New Jersey’s support. If you are
unhappy with a vote by the Governor’s Appointee to
ASMFC, you can certainly let him know you
disagree. However, you need to make your opinions
known directly to the Governor since he can direct
his appointee to vote in a specific way on a specific
Issue.



http://www.saltwaterregistry.nj.gov/

ASMFC Sea Bass Addendum

By Tom Siciliano

The ASMFC has prepared Addendum XXII
to the Flounder, Scup and Sea Bass Fishery
Management Plan for public comment. Comments
are to be submitted by February 5", 2012. They may
be mailed to Toni Kerns, Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission, 1050 N. Highland St. Suite
200 A-N, Arlington, VA 22201 or Emailed to
tkerns@asmfc.org (Subject: Black Sea Bass).

The JCAA has prepared these draft
comments for your consideration and we will
discuss, make changes and vote on them as the
official JCAA position at the January 31% General
Meeting.

The JCAA feels that the ASMFC has
completely mishandled the management of the sea
bass fishery. The public comments submitted last
year on Addendum XXI were not even considered
when the quotas were set. In fact the commission
members did not even see the comments until late in
the day of the meeting. Massachusetts made a
motion for a plan that was not even sent out for
public comment. This proposal was rushed through
the process since it was the last agenda item on the
last day of the meeting and everyone was ready to
leave. So this important issue was not given its fair
time and was approved so people could leave. New
Jersey was severely penalized in this total abuse of
the management process. The setting of last year’s
quota was totally arbitrary and capricious and the
anglers of New Jersey were shortchanged.
Specifically, the ASMFC voted to base the 2011
quotas for each state based on their 2010 landings.
They chose not to base the quotas on landings from
multiple years, which would have resulted in fairer
and more precise quotas for each state.

This year’s Addendum does not clearly state
what the problem is that they are trying to solve. Sea
Bass have been managed on a coast wide basis and
they do recognize that may not be the best way to
manage a localized fishery. So this Addendum
allows for states to develop their own measures to set
seasons and limits to achieve their allotted quota. It
does offer four options and does allow New Jersey to
liberalize its regulations.

Option 1 would continue the same
regulations as last year for each state except North

Carolina. This would not be good for New Jersey as
we had a shortened season that resulted in us
significantly under fishing our quota.

Option 2 would allow each state to adopt
regulations. New Jersey regulations would include a
100% liberalization.

Option 3 would allow the northern states
including New Jersey to each develop regulations
with a 57% liberalization.

Option 4 would allow the four states north of
us to each develop regulations with a 44%
liberalization. New Jersey would be allowed to
liberalize 100%.

The JCAA supports and recommends either
Option 2 or option 4 which allow New Jersey to
develop proposals that allow for an increase of up to
100% of the estimated 2011 landings.

As stated in the section entitled Stock Status
the stock of Sea Bass is not over fished and over
fishing is not occurring... It further states that the
total biomass remains above the biomass maximum
sustainable yield. The spawning stock biomass is
30.7 million pounds, which is 111% of the target. It
is further estimated that the average recruitment (age
one) in 2010 (2009 cohort) was 26.8 million fish.
With this level of biomass and this many fish it does
not make sense that the harvest limit is reduced from
1.78 million pounds down to 1.32 million pounds.

This means that the harvest level for 2011
will be 4.2% of the spawning stock biomass. Was
there a mistake in the calculations? It is
incomprehensible that the harvest numbers in Table
1 in section 5.0 are correct. The fluctuation in
harvest in the years 1996 — 2008 don’t pass the
common sense test. The high harvest in the range
was in 1997 with a harvest of 4.3 million pounds.
Then the next year it drops to a low for the series at
1.2 million pounds. Could it be the MRFS data is
wrong?

The season was cut drastically in 2010 and
2011 so it is reasonable that the harvest would be
less than previous years. A precipitous drop in
harvest from 2010 (2.98 million pounds) to 2011
(0.99 million pounds) would indicate that something
dramatic has happened; yet this is not addressed in
the document. The same can be said of the years
1997 and 1998 when a similar drop in the harvest
numbers occurred. Could it be that the MRFS data is
wrong?

In reading the section Statement of the
Problem it is difficult to determine what the


mailto:tkerns@asmfc.org

perceived problem is. The problem is that the
Harvest Quota is unrealistic and should be revisited
and increased to a level consistent with the historical
information provided in this document. What is
happening with this fishery? Certainly the data must
be reexamined to determine the root cause of the
problem. Could it be that the MRFS data is wrong?

There is another misconception in the
document. On page 5 under the Note: in section 4.0
Proposed Management Program it states: “The
MRFSS data used to set state by state specific
conservation equivalent measures produces more
variable results when used on a state-by-state basis.
As the coverage area increases the variability of the
data decreases; therefore, adopting regional or coast
wide approaches will give more precision to the
data.”

This  statement makes the incorrect
assumption that the sample size has increased as the
coverage area increase. Increasing the coverage area
introduces additional variables such as different
weather patterns and fish availability therefore the
samples are separate entities and cannot be
combined. Therefore the data in each individual area
must be examined separately. Combining areas
cannot be used as a justification that the variability
decreases. What it does show is that the sample size
in each individual state is totally inadequate.

In regard to landings as shown in table 3 of
Addendum XXII New Jersey's percentage of the
total coastal landings dropped from 38% in 2009, to
29% in 2010 and to 19% in 2011. If historical
landings are used to set future quotas on a state-by-
state basis then the landings from 2009 before the
season was drastically changed should be used as the
base year.

planning to attend the Atlantic City Boat Show, stop
by and talk to the volunteers who are staffing the
booth, get the latest JCAA Newsletter, take a chance
on the High Roller Raffle and help support JCAA.
At the Atlantic City Boat show there will be a lot of
boats on display plus many tackle manufactures and
vendors. Stop and see what new products they have.

JCAA will have a table at the Salt Water
Sportsman National Seminar on February 11",
This seminar is a great day of information for the
saltwater angler and will be held at the Monmouth
Regional High School Performing Arts Center in
Tinton Falls. George Poveromo gets some of the
pros from the local waters to talk at this seminar and
they do a great job. If you have not pre-registered for
this great one day seminar you can do so by going
on-line at www.nationalseminarseries.com or calling
1-800-448-7360. | hope to see you there.

JCAA will also have a booth at The
Saltwater Fishing Expo. The show runs from
March 16" to the 18™ at the Garden State Exhibit
Center in Somerset. There will be many local tackle
stores represented and tackle manufactures with
displays showing what is new on the market. This
also is not a show to miss. | will be there to answer
any questions that you have. Without all the people
working together we will not be able to enjoy this
sport in the future. Hope to see you all at the shows.

Blackfish (Tautog) Regulations
By Mark Taylor

Show Time

By Mark Taylor

| would like to thank all the people who
volunteered to work the JCAA booth at the Garden
State Outdoor Sportsmen’s Show that was held on
January 12" through the 15". Now JCAA will have a
booth at the Atlantic City Boat Show on February
1% through the 5™. We are always looking for people
to volunteer some time at the booth. If you can
volunteer at any of the shows that JCAA has a booth,
please contact me at mtsport64@aol.com. If you are

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC) mandated the states to
reduce blackfish harvest coast wide by 56%. So the
individual states were directed by ASMFC to
develop new regulations and implement them so they
will achieve this reduction. On January 5 the New
Jersey Marine Fisheries Council (NJMFC) approved
new size, bag and season limits on Blackfish
(Tautog) at their meeting. If you thought the
blackfish season was confusing last year take a look
at this year’s.

Blackfish (Tautog) 2012 Regulations for NJ

January 1% to February 28" 15 inches / 4 fish

March 1% to 31% Closed
April 1% to 30" 15 inches / 4 fish
May 1% to July 26" Closed

July 27" to August 30" 15 inches / 1 fish



mailto:mtsport64@aol.com
http://www.nationalseminarseries.com/

Closed
15 inches / 1 fish
15 inches / 4 fish

September 1% to October 17"
October 18" to November 15"
November 16" to December 31°

We as recreational fishermen all need to
educate the public on the new regulation changes
and all others that come along. There are still some
issues in this fishery that are not being dealt with by
the ASMFC. One of them is the illegal harvest of
live blackfish and maybe someday this will be
addressed.

Fisheries Management &

Legislative Report
By Thomas Fote

Summer Flounder History

| was hoping to run part 2 of the summer
flounder history, reprinting JCAA articles from 2006
to the present. However, there are more articles than
| can include this month. | am including from
January 2006 to February 2007. The next
installment of articles will be in next month’s
newspaper. If you would like to receive all of the
articles in one document, I can email them to you.

| have gotten interesting responses to this
history. Some of the environmental groups have
selective memory and their releases include only the
facts that support their position. These articles have
a helpful reminder that there is much information to
consider in developing a position on summer
flounder. This has given JCAA a good tool to use to
point out their omissions or distortions of the facts.
One group in particular uses information from the
late 90’s to explain the problems with summer
flounder without looking at the data across a longer
time period. Once we take that look, their position is
recognized as foolishness.

Bruce Freeman and | are preparing articles as
a summary after the final installment is printed.

ASMFC Week
The ASMFC has a busy agenda for February
6 — 9. The agenda is below. Please go to the
ASMFC website for information and the specific
board documents and any changes to the agenda. |
will be in attendance representing Governor Christie.

ASMFC Winter Meeting, February 6-9, 2012
Crowne Plaza Hotel Old Town

901 North Fairfax Street

Alexandria, Virginia

February 6, 2012

1:00 - 5:00 PM Legislators and Governors' Appointee
Workshop with Blank Rome

February 7, 2012

8:30 - 10:30 AM American Lobster Management Board
10:45 AM - 12:45 PM Shad & River Herring
Management Board

2:00 - 4:00 PM Atlantic Herring Section

4:15 - 5:45 PM Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board

February 8, 2012

8:30 - 9:15 AM Bluefish Management Board

9:30 - 11:30 AM Atlantic Menhaden Management Board
11:45 AM - 12:45 PM Summer Flounder, Scup, and
Black Sea Bass Management Board

2:00 - 5:00 PM Interstate Fisheries Management Program
(ISFMP) Policy Board

5:15 - 6:15 PM Tautog Management Board

February 9, 2012

8:30 - 10:00 AM Horseshoe Crab Management Board
10:15 - 11:15 AM Weakfish Management Board
11:30 AM —12:30 PM South Atlantic State/Federal
Fisheries Management Board

1:00 - 3:30 PM Spiny Dogfish & Coastal Sharks
Management Board

3:45 PM - 4:15 PM ISFMP Policy Board (continued)
4:15 - 4:45 PM Business Session

Pending Legislation for 2012/2013

Below is a list of bills that were introduced in
the New Jersey Legislature on January 10, 2012, the
first session day. These are bills that were not
completed in the previous session and needed to be
reintroduced. As you can see Pots Off the Reefs was
reintroduced in the Assembly and already has 44 co-
sponsors. | understand many of you invested much
time and energy on this legislation and others in the
last session. Now our work begins anew.
Legislation is always a long term project. Rather
than getting discouraged, we need to recommit to do
the work that passing legislation requires. JCAA
will be meeting with other groups to develop a
legislative agenda for this session. In future
newspapers, we will let you know when to write to
and call your legislators. You can begin by letting
your legislators know that you support Pots Off the
Reefs. You can find sample letters in previous
JCAA Newspapers posted on our website. You need
to write Governor Christie, Speaker Oliver, Senate



President Sweeney and your local legislators. The
best way to keep informed it by signing up for JCAA
alerts. Just go to our webpage and click subscribe.
Directions are included in this newspaper.

A1343 Prohibits the use of certain fishing gear on
artificial reefs.
Agriculture and Natural Resources

44 co-sponsors
Last Session Bill Number: A1152 S221

Rible, David P. as Primary Sponsor
Angelini, Mary Pat as Primary Sponsor
Co-Sponsors:

Wolfe, David W.-- Patrick J., Jr.

McHose, Alison Littell --Greenwald, Louis D.
Rumana, Scott T.--Amodeo, John F.
Casagrande, Caroline--DeAngelo, Wayne P.
Handlin, Amy H.--O'Donnell, Jason

Giblin, Thomas P.--Chiusano, Gary R.
Wagner, Connie--Jasey, Mila M.

Lampitt, Pamela R.--Peterson, Erik

McKeon, John F.--Rudder, Scott

Benson, Daniel R.--Russo, David C.

Quijano, Annette--Prieto, Vincent

Cryan, Joseph--Coughlin, Craig J.

DeCroce, Alex--Schroeder, Robert

Bramnick, Jon M.--O'Scanlon, Declan J., Jr.
Carroll, Michael Patrick--Bucco, Anthony M.
Fuentes, Angel--Burzichelli, John J.
Coutinho, Albert--Ramos, Ruben J., Jr.
Chivukula, Upendra J.--Spencer, L. Grace as Co-Sponsor
Conaway, Herb, Jr.--Vainieri Huttle, Valerie
Munoz, Nancy F.--Dancer, Ronald S.
Webber, Jay--Albano, Nelson T.

1/10/2012 Introduced, Referred to Assembly Agriculture and
Natural Resources Committee

S178 Establishes Hooked on Fishing-Not on Drugs
Program in DEP and appropriates $200,000 therefor
from Drug Enforcement and Demand Reduction
Fund.

Environment and Energy

Last Session Bill Number: S106 (1R) A288

Connors, Christopher J. as Primary Sponsor
Beck, Jennifer as Primary Sponsor

Buono, Barbara as Co-Sponsor

Madden, Fred H., Jr. as Co-Sponsor

Oroho, Steven V. as Co-Sponsor

Greenstein, Linda R. as Co-Sponsor

Addiego, Dawn Marie as Co-Sponsor

Allen, Diane B. as Co-Sponsor

Norcross, Donald as Co-Sponsor

1/10/2012 Introduced in the Senate, Referred to Senate
Environment and Energy Committee

Program in DEP and appropriates $200,000 therefor
from Drug Enforcement and Demand Reduction
Fund.

Agriculture and Natural Resources

Last Session Bill Number: A288 (1R) S106 (1R)

Rumpf, Brian E. as Primary Sponsor
Conaway, Herb, Jr. as Primary Sponsor
Gove, DiAnne C. as Primary Sponsor
Albano, Nelson T. as Primary Sponsor
Wolfe, David W. as Co-Sponsor

Diegnan, Patrick J., Jr. as Co-Sponsor
McHose, Alison Littell as Co-Sponsor
Moriarty, Paul D. as Co-Sponsor

Chiusano, Gary R. as Co-Sponsor

Rumana, Scott T. as Co-Sponsor

Peterson, Erik as Co-Sponsor

Burzichelli, John J. as Co-Sponsor

1/10/2012 Introduced, Referred to Assembly Agriculture and
Natural Resources Committee

S190 Establishes, in the Division of Fish and Wildlife
in DEP, a program to encourage school children to
avoid drug use and appropriates $200,000 therefor
from Drug Enforcement and Demand Reduction
Fund.

Environment and Energy

Last Session Bill Number: S124 A320
Connors, Christopher J. as Primary Sponsor

1/10/2012 Introduced in the Senate, Referred to Senate
Environment and Energy Committee

A660 Establishes, in the Division of Fish and Wildlife
in DEP, a program to encourage school children to
avoid drug use and appropriates $200,000 therefor
from Drug Enforcement and Demand Reduction
Fund.

Appropriations

Last Session Bill Number: A320 S124

Rumpf, Brian E. as Primary Sponsor
Conaway, Herb, Jr. as Primary Sponsor
Gove, DiAnne C. as Primary Sponsor
Wagner, Connie as Co-Sponsor

Moriarty, Paul D. as Co-Sponsor

1/10/2012 Introduced, Referred to Assembly Appropriations
Committee

AR32 Urges Congress to approve and President to
sign into law ""Flexibility in Rebuilding American
Fisheries Act of 2008."

Agriculture and Natural Resources




Last Session Bill Number: AR24

Rible, David P. as Primary Sponsor
Angelini, Mary Pat as Primary Sponsor
Albano, Nelson T. as Primary Sponsor
Milam, Matthew W. as Co-Sponsor

Diegnan, Patrick J., Jr. as Co-Sponsor

1/10/2012 Introduced, Referred to Assembly Agriculture and
Natural Resources Committee

S223 Provides for no net loss of DEP lands for fishing,
hunting, and trapping purposes.

Environment and Energy

Last Session Bill Number: S333 A174

Oroho, Steven V. as Primary Sponsor
Bucco, Anthony R. as Primary Sponsor

1/10/2012 Introduced in the Senate, Referred to Senate
Environment and Energy Committee

A870 Provides for no net loss of DEP lands for fishing,
hunting, and trapping purposes.
Agriculture and Natural Resources

Last Session Bill Number: A174 S333

Chiusano, Gary R. as Primary Sponsor
McHose, Alison Littell as Primary Sponsor
Bucco, Anthony M. as Primary Sponsor

1/10/2012 Introduced, Referred to Assembly Agriculture and
Natural Resources Committee

Summer Flounder History in the
JCAA Newspaper Part Two
February 2006-April 2007

Fisheries Management & Legislative

Report
By Tom Fote
(from JCAA January 2006 Newsletter)

The Arrogance of Fisheries Managers

| have not been attending as many meetings
this past month due to serious back problems. Bruce
Smith, Tom Siciliano, Ed Cherry and other JCAA
members have been attending meetings to represent
JCAA. We all need to step up to the plate and get
involved. Twenty-five years ago when | began
attending meetings, | thought the stocks would be

rebuilt and the problems resolved. | was naive.
Even though the stocks have been rebuilt, the
National Marine Fisheries Service and the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission have found
more ways to unfairly treat the anglers on the East
coast. The more | interact with people from other
regions of the country, the more | learn that NMFS is
not doing any better anywhere else. The system is
not working and has turned into a disaster for
recreational anglers.

The latest example is summer flounder. In
the last three JCAA Newspapers, articles have
included information about why the quota should
remain the same. The JCAA comment to NMFS is
included below. Despite the opposition voiced by
many groups and individuals, NMFS and ASMFC
went to the 23.9 million pound quota. Though I
have always been reluctant to do so, I must finally
voice the following criticism: the staff and directors
at NMFS and ASMFC and even state directors do
not have incomes that are directly affected by the
decisions they make. They have no direct monetary
stake in the decisions and it is always easier, it
seems, to make decisions that impact others more
directly than you. The level of arrogance displayed
by some of the state directors and NMFS employees
is unbearable. They basically treat recreational
anglers more like children than like colleagues. New
Jersey’s delegation is a notable exception to this
level of arrogance and both our council and
commission members behave themselves in
respectful and responsible ways. It was brought to
my attention that one of the administrators
commented if they (meaning recreational and
commercial anglers) had bitten the bullet years ago,
we wouldn’t be having these problems. If this
administrator was not a ‘Johnny come lately” he
might realize how insulting this statement is. For the
past few years New Jersey has been more restrictive
and this is the payoff we get. In 2004 as a
commissioner | voted on the quota for summer
flounder for 2005/2006 and instead of using 50%
probability we actually used 75% probability,
making the most conservative decision possible.
And this is our reward!

JCAA will continue to discuss many issues
with other groups. It is time for our Governor and
the NJ Delegation in Washington, DC to demand
that NMFS does the social and economic impact
studies required by law before any drastic changes
are made. NMFS is clearly in violation of the law



and it should be up to our legislators and our
governor to take action rather than waiting for
recreational and commercial fishermen to take legal
action.

Below is the JCAA position. | have also
included two letters from Paul Haertel and Bobby
Matthews. They clearly represent the thoughts of
many recreational anglers and the businesses that
depend on recreational fishing.

JCAA Comment on the Proposed NMFS 2006
Summer Flounder Quota

JCAA is disappointed at the proposed public
rule published by the National Marine Fisheries
Service for summer flounder. We think the National
Marine Fisheries Service failed to consider several
facts in making the decision to reduce the quota from
the proposed 33 million pounds to 23.9 million
pounds.

The quota of 23.9 million pounds is a 14%
reduction from the 2005 quota and a 4% reduction
from the 2004 quota. It is also a reduction of
approximately 28% under the current approved
quota (ASMFC and NMFS) for 2006. We have seen
quirks in tables before. We have seen outlying years
where we review the data the following year and
decisions are made differently. This is one of those
examples. In 2004, the National Marine Fisheries
Service and ASMFC approved a 2 year quota setting
scenario of 30 million pounds for 2005 and 33
million pounds for 2006. This was based on
scientific data from many years. Because of the
quirks in the current tables, NMFS is suggesting that
we reduce the proposed 33 million pounds to 23.9.
What is truly amazing is that the quota for 2002,
2003 and 2004 was 26 million pounds. With these
quotas the stock continued to rebuild. The spawning
stock biomass and total biomass is larger than it has
been in over 25 years. Even with a 30 million pound
quota for 2005 we are seeing an increase in the
stocks.  There has been no drastic decline in
recruitment in the last four years. The recruitment
has been at average or just below average for the last
few years and the stocks have continued to rebuild.
We know the stocks are not overfished but because
NMFS has set the goal of 204 million pounds for
spawning stock biomass for 2010, we are going to
take a reduction.

The reasons given for the cutback in quota in
the NMFS proposed rule are that either there are

unreported landings or higher discards. If you keep
raising the size limit on the recreational sector and
make it harder to take a fish home to eat, there will
be a higher hook and release mortality, especially
shore based anglers. NMFS is placing the fishermen
in a catch 22. This year there have been some
anglers releasing 80:1 in order to keep one legal size
flounder. This very high release rate is guaranteed to
increase the mortality in discards. The great
majority of the release fish are mature, i.e. 14inches.
Some have spawned at least twice. JCAA member
used a figure of 20 discards to each keeper and made
a calculation of the number of summer flounder
caught by the recreational sector. Assuming the
recreational quota was caught and using 20 to 1 and
an average of 2 pounds for fish kept and 1 pound for
fish released the calculation shows that one hundred
and twenty million pounds of summer flounder were
caught and released by recreational anglers. This
number turns out to be the entire estimated biomass
of summer flounder in the ocean. We know that
makes no sense. However it does prove that the
NMFS is grossly underestimating the total biomass
of summer flounder. We know these models work
for early rebuilding efforts but this example and
others prove the lack of reliability for rapidly
rebuilding stocks. The models simply can’t take that
data into account. We also know that models make
mistakes from year to year. There are multiple
examples of this from other fisheries. NMFS is
using the results of the summer flounder lawsuit to
hide its unreliable data.

The Magnuson Act requires that the NMFS
does a real economic impact on any proposed
changes. In the proposed rules, NMFS says there
will be minor economic impact on the recreational
sector. This statement was made with no data to
back it up. Every recreational angler knows this
statement is ludicrous. All you have to do is look at
the impact on New York anglers in the last two years
when the size was dramatically increased and the
bag limits were dramatically decreased. Party boats
and charter boats are out of business and the profits
in tackle stores are disappearing. Some of those
tackle stores are closing and others are barely
hanging on. There has never been a study on the
impact on the inshore anglers when they are
completely shut out of a fishery because of high size
limits. Because the recreational community has not
filed a lawsuit, there is no motivation for NMFS to
do the job required. So they ignore the Magnuson



Act and neglect any economic studies that would
confirm the huge negative impact of these decreases.
The NMFS uses the 1998 lawsuit to justify
their proposals. That lawsuit occurred at a time
when there was only an annual specification not
multi-year specification as now occurs.  The
management plan has changed and the conditions of
the lawsuit do not exist today. NMFS should have
taken this fact to the judge and appealed for a new
decision. Instead, they simply transfer the problem
to the commercial and recreational fishing industry
they are supposed to serve. NMFS should be the
agency asking for a rehearing on the lawsuit instead
of forcing the commercial and recreational fishing
industry to either live with NMFS decisions or
pursue a lawsuit on their own. This is not the way a
federal agency should serve its constituents. And
that is not what the Magnuson Act was designed for.
For the reasons listed above, JCAA believes
we should stay at status quo for 2006 which would
mean a 30 million pound quota (the quota for 2005).
However, we know that will not happen. If ASMFC
was handling this species on its own, status quo
would be an option and we would wait for the data
next year. This is exactly what ASMFC did in 2004
for striped bass and in 2005 for weakfish. We
understand NMFS is required to do things
differently. With that in mind, we could reluctantly
support that NMFS go to a 26 million pound quota
for 2006. We are hoping that ASMFC separates
itself from NMFS and stays at status quo for 2006.

Tom Fote
Legislative Chairman JCAA

Paul Haertel Letter to NMFS

on Summer Flounder
12/1/2005

My name is Paul Haertel. | have been an
avid fisherman for over 45 years. Fishing is very
important to me and | fish at least 100 days a year. |
regularly fish for fluke on my boat during the
summer. | am a hard-core striped bass fisherman
and I will fish for weakfish occasionally. | have my
finger on the pulse of what is going on with these
three species. | am a member of the Berkeley Striper
Club as well as the Jersey Coast Anglers
Association. | am fairly well known amongst the
angling fraternity and 1 myself know many

fishermen. | have also been involved in law
enforcement for the last 28 years. | have a good
understanding of fish, fishermen, law and people in
general. The point | am trying to make is that | am
qualified to give you the following warning.

Recreational fishermen are fed up with your
ridiculous quotas forced upon them via increased
size limits, reduced bag limits and shortened season.
In the case of fluke, fishermen are absolutely
outraged about further restrictions being proposed.
If you have not already done so, you are about to
cross the threshold of where fishermen are not going
to care what quotas you implement or what new laws
become enacted. Fishermen are simply going to
keep whatever they feel is justified. The hardest
thing for any conscientious law abiding citizen to do
is to break the law the first time. After that it usually
becomes much easier and if they get away with it, it
becomes even easier. Such will be the case with our
fisheries. The chances of being apprehended for a
fishing violation are rather remote due to the lack of
law enforcement officers available. | am not
condoning this practice but it is what | am hearing
from many of the fishermen | know. Compounding
the problem further is that many of those who obey
the law no longer care about what is going on around
them. Whereas in the past they may have reported
the violation or informed the individual of the law
themselves, they now say nothing or say good for
him. | can assure you that once this practice
becomes more prevalent there will be no turning
back.

In closing | would like to let you know that |
strongly support the JCAA's position regarding the
proposed quotas for fluke. It is bad enough that in
the past you have blatantly favored the commercial
fishermen, in part by giving them 60% of the quota
compared to the recreational fishermen's share of
40%. Now you apparently have turned your back on
both of them and are catering to some extreme
environmental groups. | am appealing to you to
stand up to these groups and protect the rights of all
the fishermen you are supposed to be serving, even if
this takes you back to the courts.

Sincerely,
Paul M. Haertel



Fisheries Management & Legislative

Report
By Tom Fote
(from JCAA September 2006 Newsletter)

Summer Craziness

Most people believe very little happens in the
summer regarding fisheries management.  This
summer has certainly been an exception. In early
August the Joint Monitoring Committee for ASMFC
and the Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council
met to set quotas for 2007. We went to this meeting
prepared to object to another 3.8 million pound cut.
We never expected to be cut by over 75%. Much of
the information about the summer flounder issue is
included in other articles in the newspaper. As of
this writing, 1 have no clear idea how this will be
resolved. There are some who believe the solution
to the problem lies in the passage of the Magnusson
Stevens Bill. My first concern is that the bill may
not even pass. Even if we get the solution added to
the House Bill, the Senate already has a bill that has
been passed. Whatever the House passes heads to a
conference committee where anything can happen.
Even if the bill is passed with added flexibility, I
doubt we will have it in place in time for the ’07
season. | hope | am wrong but that is what | see at
this time.

The only solution | see right now is for
NMFS and ASMFC to change the target to one that
can be reached. They need to stop using an
imaginary number based on suspect data collected in
1930. NMFS knows full well that the environmental
conditions have changed drastically since 1930. |
am flabbergasted by their excuses. | am told they
have no model to factor in any of the environmental
changes that have happened since 1930. At the same
time they tell me they have a model that can estimate
the stocks in 1930 with absolutely ridiculous data.
Also, NMFS is wusing the excuse that the
environmental groups will sue them in 2010 if we
don’t reach this environmental target. I have not
heard lawsuit rumblings from any environmental
group. Additionally, if you read the
Magnusson/Stevens Act carefully, you discover that
there is no penalty for not reaching the target by
2010. Who are we kidding?

JCAA will keep you informed. As we get
more information, we will make it available to the
public. Right now, write your governors, senators
and congressmen and tell them how concerned you
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are. You can urge them to find a solution. There is a
lot of information contain in other sections of this
newspaper about this topic so please read it
carefully.

I would also like to thank Congress Frank
Pallone for showing up to the joint meeting in
Philadelphia to hand deliver the letter for him,
Congressman Jim Saxton, Senator Frank Lautenberg
and Senator Robert Menendez. These members of
NJ congressional have been fishing hard for us. We
need to get the rest of NJ delegation involved.
Groups in other states need to get their congressional
delegations also involved.

Fisheries Management & Legislative

Report
By Tom Fote
(from JCAA October 2006 Newsletter)

Summer Flounder Craziness Continues

Since the last newspaper many interesting
things have happened. | was hoping | would have
better news but, as usual in fisheries management, |
have only bad news to report. We will begin with
summer flounder. We were hoping for a quick fix
with the reauthorization of the Magnusson Act. At
this time the Magnusson Act is not moving. Because
of the controversy and the push by factions on both
sides of the issues, the House of Representatives
decided not to move on the bill until at least after the
elections. There is no assurance that there will be
any action on the bill after the election or that the bill
will address the problems with summer flounder.
All we can do is keep putting pressure on Congress
to ask them to address this serious issue.

In the meantime, JCAA will be focusing our
attention on the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission. ASMFC will be taking up this issue
and voting on a quota the week of October 23rd.
The Flounder, Scup and Black Sea Bass
Management Board Meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, October 25, 2006 7:30 AM - 10:30 AM.
We are asking ASMFC to hold firm at the 19.9
million pounds already approved by the Mid-
Atlantic Marine Fisheries Management Council.
Previously many of us have directed our attention
solely to the commissioners and those efforts have
not proven successful. We need another approach.
As you can see from the letter and press release
below, we are focusing our attention on the
governors of the states represented on the Summer



Flounder Management Board. If you live in a state
from Massachusetts to North Carolina, whether you
are a recreational or commercial fisherman, you need
to contact your governor by writing a letter similar to
the one included in this newspaper. If you have any
friends, relatives or fellow anglers in these states, ask
them to do the same. There is much more
information about summer flounder in the September
newspaper. If you don’t have a copy you can find it
on the JCAA webpage (http://www.jcaa.org).
Another option JCAA is looking at is trying
to get the environmental groups to come forward and

express their opposition to NMFS needless
draconian plans. It is interesting that | hear
environmental groups complaining that the

commercial and recreational fishing communities are
trying to relax standards in the Magnusson Act. The
problem is when NMFS suggests such ridiculous
management measures and the environmental
community sits quietly by and says nothing, pushing
for the relaxed standards is the only option left for
us. If the environmental community used some
common sense and supported reasonable, common
sense management efforts, we wouldn’t have to
support more extreme measures. In this situation the
environmental community has stood idly by and, a
by default, let bad science support draconian
decisions.

The environmental community suggests we
are partners and we should be working together to
rebuild the stocks. At this time this partnership is
very one-sided. If this continues this lack of
leadership and support for a common sense plan for
summer flounder could destroy the partnership.
Remember, this is not a fishery that is overfished.
This is a fishery that has doubled the stock and
tripled the spawning stock biomass. The letter and
press release are included at the end of this report.

Fisheries Management & Legislative

Report
By Tom Fote
(from JCAA January 2007 Newsletter)

Summer Flounder Meeting
Tom Siciliano and John Toth have included
articles in this newspaper about this issue. | have
also included newspaper articles. From my
perspective, it seemed that everyone in attendance
supported an outside peer review. The only dissent
was the no vote by the National Marine Fisheries
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Service. We can’t make decisions that impact on the
lives of over 6 million recreational anglers from
Massachusetts to North Carolina using this kind of
faulty science. The businesses that depend on
recreational fishing will be devastated. The
commercial fishery which lands fish for the
consuming public will also suffer a huge economic
impact. While all of the fishing interests will be
impacted negatively, none of the bureaucrats
participating in the decision-making will pay one
single penalty. They will get their cost of living
raises and collect their benefits no matter what
decision they make. They don’t face layoffs or job
loss. | get tired of being asked for patience. I will
admit that most of them take their jobs seriously and
understand the pain caused by these decisions. But
some of them have an incredibly arrogant cavalier
attitude and simply dismiss the arguments made by
the fishing community. The head of NMFS and his
staff are particularly arrogant in their dealings with
us, the fishermen and the United States Congress.
Throughout this process they continued to dismiss
questions and concerns expressed by members of
Congress who have a long history with the
Magnusson Act and participated in the last
reauthorization. | have heard this song over and over
again. NMFS endlessly promises to deal with the
problem of summer flounder and only succeeds in
making it worse. No wonder no one trusts them. I'm
still waiting for the results of the 1998 workshop on
summer flounder hosted by NMFS. JCAA will not
relax the pressure and we are still exploring options.

NMFS Gets Way on Fluke Quota
By Al Ristori
(from Star Ledger on 12/12/2006)

Representative ~ Frank  Pallone  (D-NJ)
concluded his statement at yesterday's Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) meeting by
reminding the commissioners they are independent
and should make an independent decision on the
summer flounder quota. Yet, to the disappointment
of three busloads of anglers transported to
Manhattan's Skyline Hotel by the Jersey Coast
Angler's Association (JCAA), the ASMFC didn't
even consider a 19.9-million pound quota for 2007
that they'd come in to support. That quota,
previously approved by the Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, wasn't brought up at all as the
commissioners bowed to the threats of the National



Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to close federal
waters to fluking. That would most heavily impact
commercial fishermen, and they supported the
NMFS position. As a result, the ASMFC accepted
the 12.983-million-pound quota proposed by NMFS
that will result in a very limited season. Since
Congress bailed them out Saturday by adding three
years to the summer flounder rebuilding program,
NMFS can buck that figure up to 17.11 million
pounds at the same 75 percent likelihood of staying
on track for the target. If NMFS would go back to
the 50 percent probability they've long claimed is the
minimum the courts will accept, the additional three
years could bring the quota up to over 19 million
pounds. The motion that passed calls for adoption of
no less than the 17.11 million pounds by March 1.
While that's a lot better than the 12.983 million
pounds, the public gets only 40 percent of that and
there probably won't be much of a recreational
fishery. The 19.9 million pounds the anglers had
come to support wouldn't solve the problem, but it
was particularly disappointing that it wasn't proposed
-- even by the suddenly silent New Jersey delegation
that traditionally has stood up to NMFS threats. The
ASMFC is setting recreational regulations today.
Preliminary indications were that Jersey ran over its
recreational quota last year. Combined with a lower
overall quota for 2007, that will require stricter
regulations next year.

Anglers Waiting for New Limits
By John Geiser
(from Asbury Park Press on 12/12/2006)

Fluke fishermen will have to continue
holding their breath until the new minimum sizes,
possession limits and season for fluke are finally
announced.

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission's summer flounder, scup and black sea
bass board voted Monday to accept the National
Marine Fisheries Service's preferred quota of 12.98
million pounds for 2007. The motion included the
provision that, if NMFS can offer a higher quota,
that number will supersede the 12.98 million pounds.

William T. Hogarth, director of NMFS,
explained earlier that the service might be able to
bump the quota up to 17.1 million pounds or more,
since Congress passed the Magnuson-Stevens
reauthorization bill at 1:30 a.m. Saturday.
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The bill includes a special provision for fluke
in which the stock rebuilding target is moved to 2013
instead of 2010. This allows for increasing the quota
as long as overfishing is not occurring.

Overfishing is not occurring at 12.98 million
pounds, but would be taking place at 19.9 million
pounds, a figure the Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council and many who attended
Monday's board meeting wanted. However, under
the new law, which has been sent to President Bush
for signing, Hogarth said his staff probably will be
able to come up with higher numbers in the next two
or three weeks through emergency action.

Thomas P. Fote, legislative chairman of the
Jersey Coast Anglers Association, said over 100
JCCA members and affiliates were at the meeting.
"The meeting room was packed — probably 200
people,” he said. "Some of the guys, like the Hudson
River Fishermen's Association and the people from
Philadelphia, came in on trains. We had over 90
people on the buses we hired. "Fote anticipates that
NMFS will have some tables ready for ASMFC
action at the commission's next meeting, scheduled
for Jan. 29 through Feb. 1 in Alexandria, Va.

"We all — JCAA, Recreational Fishing
Alliance, commercial fishermen — want outside
peer review of NMFS fluke management,” Fote said.
"We want the National Academy of Science to do
that as soon as possible.” NMFS has said that
overfishing would not occur at 17.1 million pounds.
The target figure for a rebuilt stock was lowered in
September from 204 million pounds to 197 million
pounds.

NMFS preliminary projections for quotas
were 19.6 million pounds in 2008, 22.7 million
pounds in 2009 and higher in 2010 and 2012.

James A. Donofrio, executive director of the
Recreational ~ Fishing  Alliance, said he is
disappointed at the reduction in quota from 23.6
million pounds this year, but is relieved that it is
expected to be higher than the 5.2 million pounds
NMFS proposed during the summer.

"It's the best option we could get,” he said.
"The RFA wants the maximum amount of quota and
still remain in compliance with the new fisheries
law.

"The RFA had to play defense throughout
most of the legislative process on Magnuson. We
were able to successfully defeat some incredibly
harmful provisions. Unfortunately, we spent so much
time on defense that we were not able to get as many



positive pro-recreational issues into the bill as we
would have liked."

Fisheries Deal wasn't a Fluke
Editorial
(from Asbury Park Press on 12/13/2006)

Five New Jersey lawmakers helped snag the
Catch of the Day over the weekend when they
succeeded in adding protection for the state's popular
summer flounder (fluke) industry into fisheries
management laws. In legislation passed in both the
House and the Senate, New Jersey's representatives
were able to get the deadline for rebuilding stock
levels pushed back three years.

That's good news for the industry, which
generates about $200 million annually for New
Jersey's economy and contributes about 4,000 jobs.
The take of East Coast fishermen was already
reduced from 30 million pounds in 2005 to less than
24 million pounds this year. The strict quota initially
proposed would have reduced that to 5.2 million
pounds, effectively wiping out the industry.

The reauthorized Magnuson-Stevens Act will
enable a 2007 fishing limit of at least 17.1 million
pounds. It will hopefully increase over the next
several years, up to 29 million pounds in 2012.

Reps. Jim Saxton and Frank LoBiondo, both
R-N.J. and Frank Pallone, D-N.J., and Sens. Frank
Lautenberg and Robert Menendez, both D-N.J.,
deserve credit for their bipartisan work, helping to
forge a compromise between the environmental
groups and the fishermen.

The summer flounder stock has been
increasing. But conservationists and fishermen have
differed on an optimal level and a timetable for
reaching it. The overzealous goal to nearly double
the stock by 2010 would likely have forced many
party boats out of business and the shutdown of
fishing-related shops. While next season’s quota is
the lowest ever, the changes supported by New
Jersey's federal legislators likely averted disaster for
those who make a living off this natural resource.

But the fight for the summer flounder
industry hasn't ended. Anglers say the goal of
rebuilding the East Coast stock from 112 million
pounds to 197 million pounds by 2013 is excessive.
New Jersey's delegation wisely focused on pushing
back the deadline in the Magnuson-Stevens Act as
its reauthorization loomed. Now, it should channel
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that same energy into finding a compromise to the
rebuilding goal.

Congressman Pallone and JCAA asks
ASMFC to Stand Up to NMFS and they

Fail to Do So
By Tom Siciliano
(from JCAA January 2007 Newsletter)

We tried. We pulled out all the stops. We
brought two buses filled with anglers from South
Jersey to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission meeting in New York City on Monday,
December 11, 2006 and many more anglers from
North Jersey came into New York on their own.
JCAA member club members accounted for over
half of the audience of over 200 that attended the
meeting. Frank Pallone made an impassioned plea to
the Commission to do the right thing. What did it get
us? Nothing. The National Marine Fisheries Service
did it again to recreational anglers. They dictated to
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
how they should vote.

Recreational ~ fishermen  must  thank
Congressman Pallone for the great job he did. It was
through his efforts that language was incorporated
into the Magnuson/Stevens Act reauthorization that
provided additional flexibility for the Secretary of
Commerce and gave an additional three years for the
Summer Flounder stock to be rebuilt. The bill passed
the house at 1:22 a.m. on Saturday morning.

Frank Pallone explained to the Commission
what the intent of Congress was in passing this bill.
He carefully explained how there was already
enough flexibility in the current statute to increase
the TAL to 19.9 million pounds with a 50%
probability that the target goal would be met. The
additional flexibility given in the new bill allowed
them to be confident that they could do that without
adverse consequences.

The NMFS recommended a quota of 17.11
million pounds of fluke for 2007. This number gives
a 75% probability that the rebuilding target will be
met by 2013. A 50% probability is all that is needed
and had the NMFS used that we could have had a
quota of nearly 20 million pounds.

Unfortunately, the Commission ignored the
pleas of the audience and Congressman Pallone.
What they voted for was the most confusing motion
imaginable. They approved a quota of 12.98 million
pounds that would increase to at least 17.1 million



pounds after the NMFS had reviewed the data. A lot
of legalese was given for the convoluted motion, but
what do you think the chances are that the quota will
be greater than 17.1 million pounds? Do you give it a
75% probability, a 50% probability? | think a 0%
probability is more realistic.

The new MSA requires that the best available
science be used. | was hoping they would have said
to use all available science and a little common
sense, but I guess you can’t legislate the use of
common sense.

So where do we stand for 2007? This year’s
quota of 23.6 million pounds was exceeded. Here’s a
thought. If you under fish a quota you can catch
more fish the next year, but if you under fish isn’t it
because there are not enough fish and shouldn’t the
quota be lowered? If you exceed your quota doesn’t
that tell you that there are more fish available to be
caught? Sorry, | guess that is too logical. That would
never be considered in fisheries management. So
let’s see, the recreational quota last year was 9.29
million pounds and according to the infamous MRFS
survey 11.74 million pounds are projected to be
caught through the end of the year. New Jersey was
12% over its quota. Our target was 1,443,000 pounds
and according to the survey we landed 1,642,888
pounds. New York was 34% over so they are in even
more trouble than we are.

With a quota of 17.1 million pounds the
recreational share is 6.84 million pounds for 2007.
We face a reduction of 40%. What will that mean in
terms of size limit, bag limit and length of season?
We don’t know where the conservation equivalency
will end up but, to give you an idea, if a state chose
not to do any work they would have as the
precautionary default regulation one fish at 18.5”.
That will not happen in New Jersey because our
Fisheries Council will come up with the best
possible options for us.

What does the future look like? The JCAA
will continue the fight, question the stock assessment
data, question the MRFS data and slowly but surely
things will get better. We know we have the help of
Congressmen Pallone, Senators Lautenberg and
Menendez along with the entire New Jersey
contingent of Congressmen to help us in the future.
There are provisions in the new MSA that will help
to make the science more credible.
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JCAA Bussed to NYC for Fluke Meeting
By John Toth
(from JCAA January 2007 Newsletter)

In an effort to get the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) to stand up to the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and vote
for a 19.9 million pound fluke quota for 2007, the
JCAA chartered two buses to take anglers to make
their voices heard at a December 11th management
meeting in NYC at the Skyline Hotel. The ASMFC
voted earlier to support a 19.9 million pound quota
and that placed them in direct conflict with the
NMFS who wants a much lower amount of 12.98
million pounds. The NMFS threatened to close
federal waters to fluking if the higher quota was
adopted. So these issues set the stage for the
December 11th meeting and the JCAA urged its
member clubs to come to the meeting and wear their
club clothing to show their colors and support for the
19.9 million pound quota.

The room was packed with 200 anglers and
possibly more. Approximately 100 of these anglers
were from the JCAA who came by the chartered
buses or through their own transportation. The
anglers expressed their concern over the NMFS
12.98 quota and the comments included:

e Faulty data is used by the NMFS to come up
with erroneous conclusions. Therefore, an
independent peer review possibly by the National
Academy of Sciences is needed. (Tom Fote)

e The NMFS has a blind eye toward the explosion
of sharks that are decimating the fluke and
something needs to be done (Marvin Oresky
HRFA).

e The uncertainty and anxiety with the fluke quota
is placing a big chill in the tackle industry and
fishing related jobs throughout the state. (Jim
Hutchinson — The Fisherman Magazine)

e The Commission needs to stand up to the NMFS
and vote for 19.9 million pounds. The NMFS has
lost its credibility (Senator Frank Pallone)

e We should stay with the status quo of 23 million
pounds since the NMFS is all wrong (Tom
Siciliano — JCAA & SWABC)

e We should be able to keep 8 fluke at 15 1/2
inches to end the senseless killing of so many
small fish to keep one at 16 ¥ inches. (Robert
Howe, Lawrenceville Fishing Club)



e The room is filled with anglers who have taken a
day off to attend this meeting. Obviously
something is wrong with fishing management to
bring these anglers to attend this meeting (John
Toth - JCAA & SWABC)

e The NMFS are asses and should be fired. (Jim
Lovgren—commercial industry)

These are only some of the many good
comments that were made. Every possible point that
could be made was made to encourage the ASMFC
to adopt their 19.9 million pound quota.

An unexpected development occurred that
affected the meeting’s direction. Congress passed the
Magnuson-Stevens Act at 1:30 a.m. on Saturday
(December 9th) just before this meeting. The Act
extends the fluke rebuilding period from 2010 to
2013. Consequently, the NMFS Director (William
Hogarth) indicated that instead of the 12.98 million
pound quota, the NMFS could support a 17.11
million pound quota for 2007 due to the 2013
extended date. This development kept the ASMFC
focused only on the 17.11 million pound quota and
nothing else seemed to matter. In the end, the
ASMFC voted to accept the 12.98 million pound
quota as a procedural matter since the Magnuson-
Stevens Act has not been officially signed by the
President. Once the President signs it (and he is
expected to do so) the 17.11 million pound quota is
expected to take effect in 2007.

While the result is not what we would like,
since it is the lowest fluke quota anglers have
experienced despite the fact that the waters are
teeming with fluke, I, and I think many others, are
proud that the JCAA stood up to the NMFS to make
our voices heard and our presence felt. The NMFS
knows who we are and that we will watch what they
are doing. We will keep you informed as the fluke
situation unfolds.

| would like to thank all of you for taking
time to attend this important meeting either on our
chartered buses or through your own means. It was a
beautiful day, but you took the time to be counted. |
want to also thank Frank Richetti and Mark Taylor
for taking names and managing the charter buses
under their control.
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Fisheries Management & Legislative

Report
By Tom Fote
(from JCAA February 2007 Newsletter)

Ongoing Summer Flounder Soap Opera
I was surprised when some people decided to
thank Dr. Holgarth for the 17.1 quota for summer
flounder. People have really short memories but, as
you all know, | never forget. It got more confusing
when | arrived back in New Jersey. There was a
newspaper article stating Dr. Holgarth said the quota
would be more than 17.1, closer to 18 million
pounds. | had naively assumed NMFS would at least
wait until after ASMFC had an opportunity to review
the current proposals. Fooled again! In a preemptive
move Pat Kurkul put a notice of emergency rule in
the Federal Register on January 17th. The notice
stated the quota would be 17.1. Not only don’t these
people listen to the anglers, they don’t even listen to
each other. It will be interesting to see if ASMFC
finally shows some guts and, instead of using 75%
probability, ASMFC uses the 50% required by the
lawsuit. It will also be interesting to find out the
actual target we are looking for. I will be asking
these questions at the ASMFC meeting. Stay tuned
to see if | actually get any answers. | will also be
asking about the status of the outside peer review.
We need to review the history on summer
flounder to find NMFS historic errors or omissions.

1. When the lawsuit by the environmental groups
was first discussed in 1998, Dr. Holgarth directed
the NMFS staff to work with the Hines Group
and put together a 2-day workshop to discuss
summer flounder problems. Dr. Holgarth
promised to follow up on the recommendations
from this working group but nothing was done.

2. When we began questioning the target set by
NMFS that many of us insisted was unlikely to
be met under any circumstances, Dr. Holgarth
ignored our concerns. ASMFC Commissioners
and MAFMC Council Members asked for a total
review of the target before any reduction in quota
was considered. We have been having this
discussion since 2004. Remember the review we
had a few months ago. At that time some people
thought 197 million pounds was the new biomass
target. Instead, that number represents the target
for the spawning stock. If you have a 197 million
pound spawning stock biomass, what is the



biomass target you are looking for? The number
must be greater than the 204 million pound
biomass that already generated considerable
criticism.

. When our concerns about the data from Marine

Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey (MRFSS)
continued to grow, we asked NMFS for an
adjustment for New York for summer flounder
and tautog and New Jersey’s weakfish numbers
for 2005. NMFS has done nothing to deal with
these issues. Right now they are only beginning
to deal with the problems created by using
MRFSS data and | believe any change is 3 — 4
years down the road (if ever). (There is more
JCAA comment about the MRFSS data
elsewhere in this newspaper.)

It was NMFS, through Dr. Holgarth, that refused
to go to an outside peer review on summer
flounder this year. Congress, ASMFC and
MAFMC have both requested this peer review
and the only action has been to ignore the
request.

It was the Secretary of Commerce, through Dr.
Holgarth and NMFS, who pushed the reduction
using the unheard of possibility of a threatened
lawsuit after 2010 as their rationale. Because of
their inaction the House of Representatives and
the Senate had to put a rider on the Magnusson
Act to get a three year extension. NMFS
continually ignored their legal responsibility to
look at the economic impact of their actions.
Remember, the Secretary of Commerce and Dr.
Holgarth both work for the President. Ultimately
it is the President who is responsible for their
decisions. Thankfully we had a bipartisan action
in Congress to get us a quota that is still
devastating to both the commercial and
recreational industries but avoids putting
everyone on life support.

The tackle stores, the party and charter boats, the
commercial fishermen and recreational anglers
are going to have a disastrous year with the fluke
fishery. In my estimation, they should thank
President Bush, the Secretary of Commerce and
Dr. Holgarth.

It now seems that there is miscommunication
throughout NMFS. How can they tell us what to
do when they can’t even get their own house in
order?

. We should not thank people for giving us crumbs
when we deserve several slices. The businesses
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who depend on summer flounder will take a
tremendous economic hit. And those of us who
fish for summer flounder to eat and enjoy will
take a tremendous quality of life hit. The
bureaucrats will all get their salaries, no cut in
quota for them.

Fisheries Management & Legislative

Report
By Tom Fote
(from JCAA April 2007 Newsletter)

Summer Flounder

As the publisher and assignment editor for
the JCAA Newspaper, | usually wait until | receive
the articles from our contributors and then decide
what important topics have not been covered. This
month, the JCAA writers and the articles we have
reprinted from other newspapers have covered all the
hot topics.

The only topic | need to share information
and my concerns about is the lack of follow-up by
NMFS in getting an outside peer review on the
summer flounder science. Last August, both the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission and the
Mid Atlantic Marine Fisheries Management Council
asked for an outside peer review. Congress,
Governors and the public were unanimous in their
support for this outside peer review. This peer
review would be designed to find the appropriate
summer flounder target. The only review done was
by NMFS employees and former employees, hardly
an unbiased group. They didn’t report any
information about why the recruitment has been so
poor the last five years and, in fact, they changed the
target from 204 million pounds to 214,833,150. And
so we wait. The clock is still ticking for next year’s
quota. The huge negative economic impact of NMFS
actions continues. And no answers are on the
horizon. JCAA has realized that dealing with NMFS
is useless. They don’t seem to care that they are
destroying the commercial and recreational fishing
industries needlessly. So JCAA will be dealing
directly with President Bush, the Secretary of
Commerce, Congress and our Governors. We hope
other states and organizations will join us in
demanding that the outside peer review is done
immediately. We need this done before we start
setting the quota this August for 2008. The extension
gave us a little more quota this year than first
proposed but did not correct the problem of poor



data. Waiting for the next deadline is not acceptable.
If we had poor recruitment in 2006, we could have a
smaller quota next year. We could wind up with the
problem that NY is facing with a short season, small
bag limits and size limit choice of 18 1/2 and 19
inches. We will keep you posted.

Again, thanks for all the contributors to this
newspaper. It is good to have so many different
informed perspectives represented.

Rebuilding Fluke to 214 Million

Pounds a Pipe Dream
By John Geiser, Correspondent
(from Asbury Park Press on2/16/2007)

Fluke anglers should not be surprised if the
National Marine Fisheries Service starts talking in
June about further cutbacks for 2008.

It is as inevitable as the prediction that there
will be a hurricane in Florida between August and
November. Some things are bound to happen. NMFS
executed an impressive display of legerdemain late
last year, and Congress and many fishermen bought
the "temporary fix." Unfortunately, lost in the
wonder-working was the fact that, although the
target date for rebuilding the fishery moved from
Dec. 31, 2009 to Dec. 31, 2012, the target number
was increased from 204 million pounds to 214
million pounds.

All fishermen wanted to see a bigger fluke
quota this year. Anything was better than the 5.2
million pounds that Patricia Kurkul, the regional
administrator, wanted to see last June.

Pressure from recreational and commercial
fishermen escalated as the summer wore on, and
NMFS began its intra-office incantations or
conjuration with the result that by December the
quota had been escalated to 17.1 million pounds.
Most people breathed a sigh of relief: 17.1 million
pounds is a lot better than 5.2 million pounds. True,
but 17.1 is a far cry from the 30 million pounds the
service had predicted we would be getting in 2006.
The quota was 23.6 million pounds last year.

The shinplaster the service has applied to the
compound fracture of the leg that is the fluke fishery
will not suffice, if NMFS's target is rebuilding the
spawning stock biomass to 197 million pounds by
the end of 2012. If the service, aided and abetted by
environmentalists, continues to insist the overall
stocks can be built to 214,833,150 pounds by Dec.
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31, 2012, as demanded by law, then it had better
invest in a hatchery.

The alternative will be the firestorm resulting
from cutting the harvest every year until sometime in
2010 or 2011, and then prohibiting the landing of
fluke altogether to meet the arbitrary target.

The summer flounder biomass was declared
to be 112 million pounds in November when the
target was still 204 million pounds in 2010. The
service figured that the median recruitment for the
period 1982 to 2005 was 33 million fish. The
average recruitment, because of the disastrous year
of 2005, with 14.5, was 28.5.

The federal government has not released the
recruitment figures for 2006, for some reason, and
the longer this continues the more uneasy many
close observers of the management process become.
One more recruitment failure and the spawning stock
biomass will be in big trouble by utopian standards.
Sexual maturity in fluke occurs at two to three years
of age and an average length of 10 inches for males
and 13 inches for females.

Two bad spawning years back-to-back would
mean that the 2005 and 2006 year-classes would be
contributing young from this year through 2009,
which, before the passage of the Magnuson Act,
would have been the last year of the 10-year
rebuilding plan. Since passage of Magnuson, this
schedule was pushed back. The target will have to be
met before Jan. 1, 2013. NMFS claimed in
December that this can be done.

Fishermen look back at what has been
accomplished since 2000, and view these claims
quizzically. They ask how the total biomass could
grow from 112 million pounds in 2006 to over 214
million pounds at the end of 2012 — six years —
when the biomass only grew from 60.6 million
pounds in 2000 to 112 million pounds in 2006. This
was an increase of only 51.4 million pounds in seven
years with three spectacular years of recruitment and
over 100 million new fish plus two years of good
recruitment adding 53 million more fish.

The flip answer is that the fish are getting
older and heavier, thus the biomass gets larger faster
than in the earlier years of rebuilding. Unless, of
course, something happens on the way to the
fisheries coliseum — such as what occurred in 2005
when the total biomass shrank to 104.3 million
pounds from 105.8 million pounds in 2004. Granted,
it leaped from 104.3 million pounds to 112 million
pounds last year on the back of the great year-class



of 2004, but the reverse is likely to be found this
year in the spring stock assessment.

So what is coming down the marine
interstate? Some predict a serious collision.

The National Marine Fisheries Service
reported that recreational fishermen landed 12,200
metric tons of fluke in 1980 and 15,900 metric tons
in 1983. Commercial fishermen landed 11,500 and
11,800 metric tons of fluke in those same two years.
NMFS announced Jan. 19 that, effective that date,
the commercial fluke quota for 2007 would be 4,656
metric tons, and the recreational harvest limit would
be 3,194 metric tons. The research set-aside amount
remained at 389,490 pounds.

The total allowable landing of 17.1 million
pounds is the lowest in the time series beginning in
2000. The TAL was 17.9 million pounds in 2001
when the total biomass was only half as large as in
2006 and the spawning stock biomass only a third of
that in 2006.

New Jersey's share for this season will be
954,272 fish, down from landings of 1,578,349 fish
in 2006.

never sold or shared, and if you so choose you can
opt-out at any time.

Electronic Press Releases, Alerts
and the JCAA Newspaper

By Joseph Puntasecca

We recently upgraded our e-mail alerts, press
releases and monthly e-mailing of the JCAA
Newspaper. You may have noticed a new look and
feel to the last few Press Releases and Alerts we sent

out. If you don’t already receive our monthly
newspaper electronically or you don’t receive our
Press Releases and Alerts, you can sign up to receive
them at www.jcaa.org. Just click on the subscribe
link near the top of the page.

On the Registration screen just enter your e-
mail address. The system will ask you to confirm
your e-mail address and you can then select your
areas of interest. You can select to receive our
monthly newspaper electronically or to receive press
releases or notices on environmental issues. We will
also be updating our alert categories in the future and
will notify you via e-mail and in the monthly
newspaper.

You don’t have to worry about spam, the
contact information you submit to us is secure and is

Saltwater Recreational Registry

Program
By Paul Haertel

The NJ DEP Division of Fish and Wildlife

reminds all saltwater anglers they must register with
the New Jersey Saltwater Recreational Registry
Program prior to fishing in 2012. Registrations
expire at the end of each calendar year and must be
renewed annually.

The registry was established in 2011 to
exempt New Jersey anglers from both having to
register with the National Saltwater Angler Registry
and having to pay the $15.00 federal registration fee
imposed in 2011.

Anglers with a valid license/registration from
another exempted state, or a New Jersey freshwater
license, are still required to register (for free) with
the NJSRRP. Most individual saltwater anglers ages
16 and older, as well as for-hire vessel
owners/operators, must register.

For more information on registering, as well
as a link to the registration website, visit
http://www.njfishandwildlife.com/news/2012/registr
y_reminder12.htm on the division's web site.

During 2011, no summonses were issued to
anyone who was not registered, as the DEP decided
it was best to issue warnings and inform the public
of the new law. Additionally, the penalties for
violating this law were excessive. However, the
JCAA and other organizations fought for legislation
that reduced these fines. A regulation was recently
enacted whereby the ppenalties for failing to register
as an individual now include a warning or a fine up
to $25 for the first offense and $50 for any
subsequent offense. For-hire vessels are subject to
fines of $100 for the first offense and $200 for
subsequent offenses.

18

Highly Migratory Species Report

By John Koegler

It is January and it is often a good idea to
review how good fishing was in 2011. It was a great
offshore season that ended with two hurricanes.
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They smashed inland states like Vermont and New
Hampshire.

Bluefin tuna in South Jersey did not visit
long like they had years ago. North Jersey did better
and had a good show of larger tuna. The Bluefin
which are under such awful fishing pressure have
clearly rebounded in US waters. Now if possible we
must get the Europeans; to sharply cut back their
excessive, illegal bluefin tuna commercial landings.
Anglers were forced several years ago to accept that
the US government will not enforce the current
international rules to control other nations
overfishing as permitted by law by sharply reducing
these nation’s imports into our county.

Despite playing make believe since 1970 the
European’s bluefin slaughter continues and has yet
to be slowed, forget being controlled. Meanwhile all
the US anglers’ sacrifices since 1976 when we were
restricted to 4 bluefin tuna per anger have now been
finally reduced to a Single fish per trip. ICCAT tuna
international management is a true farce. Yet the US
pays dues to this organization that has yet to
accomplish what was intended beck in the 1970’s.

Yellowfin tuna fishing enjoyed a good
fishing year offshore and in the Canyon’s. Big-eye
and Longfin tuna were not abundant. Inshore
yellowfin tuna fishing never showed up this year.

White Marlin a species devastated by Long
Line fishing had a good recovery since the Straits of
Florida long line fishing was banned. The reason this
commercial fishery was closed, was to save the
juvenile swordfish that were being slaughtered in
unbelievable numbers. As this awful waste was
restrained Swordfish landings have also recovered
along the East Coast.

Dolphin fish also had a good year with more
catches of bigger fish than in several years. King
Mackerel and Spanish Mackerel were among the
missing. Atlantic Bonita was not here in their normal
numbers.

Inshore Bluefish, a species that has for years
been abundant for anglers all summer long, were
tough to find. Winter bottom fishing for Cod, Black
Sea bass and Porgies has been great for several
years.

MRIP a new system to better estimate
anglers’ fish landings was federally mandated to be
in place by 2009. It has yet to be used to honestly
estimate anglers’ landings. MRFSS numbers has
been run parallel to MRIP numbers since 2010.
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Salt Water Sportsman National Seminar
Series Brings its 25th Anniversary Tour to

the Jersey Shore!
For Immediate Release
Contact: 1-800-448-7360

Salt Water Sportsman’s National Seminar
Series — the nation’s premier educational seminar on
recreational marine fishing tactics, will celebrate its
25" year of touring with a stop at the Jersey Shore on
Saturday, February 11. The 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
event will be held inside the Performing Arts Theater
at Monmouth High School (1 Norman J. Field Way,
Tinton Falls, 07724). The presentation will be
hosted by George Poveromo — Host of George
Poveromo’s World of Saltwater Fishing on
VERSUS, and Editor-At-Large for Salt Water
Sportsman, and Gary Caputi — Offshore Editor for
Salt Water Sportsman.

Joining Poveromo and Caputi will be
"Crazy" Alberto Knie — Innovative trophy striped
bass fishing authority who also excels at catching
trophy fluke and blackfish; Captain Ken "'Big Kid"
Gallop — Distinguished shark and tuna fishing pro
and expert at catching trophy striped bass and fluke;
Captain Steve Purul — Noted striped bass, fluke,
and wreck fishing authority who runs Reel Fantasea
Fishing Charters from Barnegat; Captain Gene
Nigro — Veteran Sandy Hook inshore specialist who
excels at catching striped bass and fluke aboard his
Phantom Charters; Captain Jimmy Price — North
Carolina’s premier trophy flounder fishing authority
and innovative light tackle angler; Bill Carson —
Noted striped bass and wreck-fishing expert;
Captain John Oughton — Renowned Ocean City,
Maryland- based tuna and white marlin expert
aboard his charter vessel “That’s Right”; and
Captain Joe Trainor — Noted expert at fishing the
canyons off the Northeast aboard the charter vessel
Over Under.

“New Jersey has always been a popular and
fun stop on the National Seminar Series, right from
the very beginning 25 years ago.” says George
Poveromo. “We are thrilled to bring this special
edition seminar here, and conduct an information-
packed and entertaining day. The amount of cutting
edge information dispatched by our faculty teams
borders on the incredible. And with our lineup of
leading national and regional angling authorities, it’s
hard to leave the seminar without learning something
new, despite an angler’s level of experience. The



fact that we’ve been touring going on 25 years now
is the greatest endorsement to the amount of how to
and where to information contained within the
Seminar Series, and the quality in which we dispatch
and reinforce that information to the audience.”

Courses for the February 11 presentation will
focus on Trophy stripers on ultra-light tackle; Live-
lining for trophy stripers; Top trolling tactics for
stripers; Secrets of fishing Raritan, Sandy Hook,
Silver and Barnegat Bays; Flutter-jigging for stripers
and Dbluefish; Sure-fire weakfish tactics; Chunking
for bluefish; Bluefish on surface lures; Inshore wire-
line techniques; Jetty tactics; How to catch more and
bigger fluke; Targeting trophy fluke; Cutting-edge
fluke tactics; Southern flounder tactics that will take
more and bigger Jersey fluke; Top tactics for big
blackfish; Catching blackfish by the score; Variety
fishing in and around inlets; How to locate and fish
productive bottom (blackfish, sea bass, spot and
fluke); Back-bay stripers; Can’t-miss tuna-trolling
patterns; Cutting-edge tuna chunking tactics; Live-
baiting for tunas; Advanced methods for bluefin and
yellowfin tuna; Zeroing in on big eye tuna; Flutter-
jigging for tuna; How to choose, rig and fish the best
lures and natural baits for tuna; Tournament winning
offshore trolling tactics; Subsurface offshore trolling
tactics; Cutting edge spreader bar and dredge
tactics; Secrets for catching more inshore tuna;
Reading water temperature charts; Targeting trophy
makos; Basic and advanced sharking techniques;
Offshore kite fishing for sharks and tuna.

A ticket to the Seminar Series costs $ 55.00,
and includes a course textbook, one year
subscription or extension to Salt Water Sportsman,
one Roffers Ocean Fishing Forecast Analysis, one
bottle of OrPine Wash & Wax, one spool of Sufix
fishing line, one bottle of StarTron Fuel Treatment,
$20 off on any purchase of $150 or more from Capt.
Harry's Fishing Supply, and chances to win
thousands of dollars worth of door prizes.

At the conclusion of the Jersey Shore
seminar, there will be a drawing for a chance to win
an incredible Bahamas bonefishing excursion to the
Bimini Sands Resort and Marina. The drawing will
consist of the names of the attendees that day, and
one lucky person will win the trip for two!

In addition, the names of all attendees from
the 2012 National Seminar Series Tour will be
entered into the drawing for the Super Grand Prize -
a brand new Mako 184 Center Console! The
drawing for the boat will take place one week after

the completion of the final seminar on the tour, and
one lucky winner will take home the boat.

For more information, and to order tickets on
line, visit:  www.nationalseminarseries.com. To
order tickets by phone with a major credit card, call
1-800-448-7360.

Remember to order your tickets early, as this
seminar sells out quickly!
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YOUTH EDUCATION

By Greg Kucharewski

HERE WE GO AGAIN

The Hooked on Fishing-Not on Drugs bill
was first introduced as bill S1778/A2823 10 years
ago. The last session HOFNOD bill number was
S106 (IR) A 288 and now is bill S178: Establishes
Hooked on Fishing-Not on Drugs Program in DEP
and appropriates $200,000 therefor from Drug
Enforcement and Demand Reduction Fund
Environment and Energy. Connors, Christopher J.
as Primary Sponsor, Beck, Jennifer as Primary
Sponsor, Buono, Barbara as Co-Sponsor, Madden,
Fred H., Jr. as Co-Sponsor, Oroho, Steven V. as Co-
Sponsor, Greenstein, Linda R. as Co-Sponsor,
Addiego, Dawn Marie as Co-Sponsor, Allen, Diane
B. as Co-Sponsor, Norcross, Donald as Co-Sponsor.
Please write to your legislators to support bill
S178/A638. Let’s see if we can make this happen
soon.

CLUB AND ORGANIZATION PROFILE

For a number of years fishing clubs,
organizations, state agencies, and individuals
contributed to the betterment of sport fishing and
promoting conservation efforts in New Jersey. This
was done by actively organizing their staff or
membership to volunteer time to protect our aquatic
resources and promote healthy outdoor activities for
families, veterans, disadvantaged youth, and the
physically challenged. We all benefit from
volunteerism and the JCAA Youth Education Report
will feature a club profile each month to recognize
clubs and organizations for their continuous hard
work. If your club or organization would like to help
with this effort, please contact a member of the
JCAA Youth Education Committee: Paul Smith
paulsmith917@comcast.net, Dr. Eleanor Bochenek
bochenek@hsrl.rutgers.edu, Tim Burden
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tb2fishon@aol.com, Tom Fote tfote@jcaa.org, Greg
Kucharewski gkucharews@aol.com.

This month we recognize the New Jersey
Beach Buggy Association (NJBBA). The NJBBA
was organized in 1954 and is one of the most highly
respected organizations in New Jersey and along the
Eastern coast. Since their founding, the NJBBA has
fought to preserve beach access for all beach users.
They are not only dedicated to building protective
snow fences each year to protect the dunes, but also
install string line fences to protect endangered and
migrating wildlife. This, in turn, allows sportsmen
public access to the shoreline. Annual fence projects
have taken place at Island Beach State Park and
Brigantine, NJ for years. The NJBBA get involved
with community leaders and other notable
organizations to keep beaches open and clean for all
users. They truly follow their mission statement.
From birding to fishing and horseback riding or just
for folks who like to walk the beach, the NJBBA is
there for outdoor enthusiasts. On their web site
(http://njbba.org/about-njbba.html) you will find
many links to enjoy the outdoors such as; weather
reports, fishing reports, the latest information about
surf fishing tackle, beach access, driving on the
beach etiquette, and their famous calendar of events
that includes fun stuff for the entire family. If you
are looking for surf fishing items check out the
NJBBA trading post. This is the perfect time to
collect equipment for the upcoming surf fishing
season.

Take time to peruse their scrapbook of
pictures and you will notice this is not just about surf
fishing. It's about good old family fun and enjoying
the friendship of others that utilize our outdoor
resources. You can tell by the smiles throughout the
scrapbook that NJBBA has a way of getting families
to have fun. | can attest to the friendship statement
because you get a special wave from NJBBA
members when riding the beach. NJBBA members
are always willing to help if you happen to need a
hand on the beach. Many years ago, | witnessed
their kindness to a family of novice anglers that
unfortunately got their vehicle stuck in the sand at
Island Beach State Park. | noticed three NJBBA
license plates and six NJBBA members pushing and
pulling the vehicle back from the rising surf. The
Courtesy Patrol members ride the beaches keeping
an open eye on their areas to assist the beach
community, supply NJBBA information, and report
any issues concerning destruction of dunes.
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Courtesy Patrol members can be identified by a
NJBBA flag or magnetic plaque attached to their
vehicle.

Through the JCAA, the NJBBA has
numerous Future Fisherman Foundation “Hooked
On Fishing Not On Drugs” certified instructors and
were one of the first organizations to receive the
Jersey Coast Anglers Association's Youth Education
Award back in 1999. Paul Harris, current president
for NJBBA, also received the 2008 JCAA Youth
Education Award as an individual recipient for
volunteering countless hours to teach youngsters to
fish. We are also proud to have NJBBA 1% Vice
President Tim Burden serve on the JCAA Youth
Education Committee. Tim has been a devoted
youth angler advocate, promoting and assisting in
youth fishing programs for decades.

The following is an impressive list of
accomplishments made by the NJBBA over the
years:

Every year NJBBA has completed Volunteer
Beach Conservation Projects; Charitable Community
Projects/Programs; National Hunting and Fishing
Day for children with special needs; Schools with
special needs children teaching them to fish and
enjoy the beach; Annual NJBBA Youth Fishing
Tournament; Veteran Fishing Days for disabled
anglers; Provides Committee members, judges, and
volunteers for the Governor’s Surf Fishing
Tournament; Volunteer committee members for the
Jersey Coast Anglers Association Youth Education
Committee; Provide volunteers for the Island Beach
State Park Surf Fishing Clinics; Provides support for
the Boy Scouts of America Ocean County, Atlantic
County, Southeastern Burlington County, and Ocean
City NJ; Volunteers for the NJ Outdoors Program for
Women and Novice Anglers; Provides Association
representatives for JCAA Board, General and Fluke
Tournament Meetings; Annual Fishing Contest for
members; Annual Flea Market; Free Beach Driving
Class; Annual Recognition Banquet and the Jeff Paul
Scholarship Fund. Additionally, one of the NJBBA's
2011 highlights was receiving the "Clean
Communities Award" for participation in the Adopt-
A Beach Program beach clean-ups over the years.
Another important activity was attending all of the
2011 DEP Access Hearings to voice opposition to
the proposed tidal water access changes that alters
the Public Trust Doctrine and allows for limited
beach access.  Throughout these hearings, the
NJBBA, the JCAA and other fishing club



representatives expressed overwhelming resistance
towards the DEP's proposals and have since met with
the DEP on numerous occasions to rewrite many of
the changes.

Below is a list of current NJBBA Officers
and their respective involvement:

President / Beach Access Advisory Chairman / COA's
Beach Clean-up Coordinator / Beach Driving Program
Coordinator / NJSFS & NJOA Delegate: Paul Harris
732-269-8878 firstfishingpox@comcast.net

1st Vice President / Beach Access Advisory Co-Chair /
Youth Tournament Chairman / Gov. Surf Fishing
Tournament Committee / NJOA & JCAA delegate: Tim
Burden 201-983-2300 th2fishon@aol.com

2nd Vice President / Beach Access Advisory / Surf
Fishing Team Coordinator / ASAC Delegate: Kurt
Renart 856-457-5532 bucket1740@comcast.net

Treasurer / Supplies Coordinator: Becky Jones 609-296-
6484 rjones4366@aol.com

Membership Secretary / Courtesy Patrol: Ken Hollins
848-333-4707 bigfishboy50@aol.com

Recording Secretary / Awards Banquet Chairperson:
Kathy Burden 732-279-3177 goofygirl0804@aol.com

Corresponding Secretary / Beach Access Advisory /
Courtesy Patrol / UMAP President & delegate: Reb
Gilliland 609-610-2828 reb@rebsrods.com

Director / Webmaster / Booster Club Chairman: Dave
Paulick 609-259-3155 basshawg@njbba.org

Director / Courtesy Patrol Statewide Coordinator /Awards
Banquet Co-Chair: Carole Harris 732-269-8878
firstfishingpox@comcast.net

Director / National Hunting & Fishing Day Co-Chair:
Angel Prouty 609-893-8432 prouty5@comcast.net

Director / Public Relations Specialist / Newsletter Editor:
Nancy Paulick 609-259-3155 nanpau@verizon.net

Director / Courtesy Patrol / Fish Pools Chairman: Bill
Mackintosh 732-269-1954 ourbmw3@comcast.net

Director / Facebook Committee Coordinator: Mike
Norris 856-809-9779 mnor923@verizon.net

Director / Scholarship Committee Chairman / Special
Needs Fishing Chairman: Gary Conk 609-556-9241
gcjock@aol.com

Director / NJ Access Info Coordinator: Doug Taylor
856-981-3787 mfishteck@comcast.net
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Director / Disabled Veterans Outing Chairman: Ron
Patten 856-468-6950

Director / Courtesy Patrol: Mike Bach 732-349-5112
mike bach2002@yahoo.com

Director / Banquet Committee: Diane Hollins 732-581-
5713 bigfishboy50@aol.com

Chairman Board of Trustees: Eric Paulson
rbthepirate@att.net

If you would like to participate in any of the
numerous activities of this great organization, please
contact NJBBA President Paul Harris or 1st Vice
President Tim Burden. The NJBBA is always
looking for its members to "Get Involved and Stay
Involved”. The next upcoming event is the Annual
NJBBA Membership meeting (9:00 a.m., Sunday,
February 5th, at the Country Lakes Fire House, Fire
House Rd., Browns Mills, NJ 08015).

BOLGER MIDDLE SCHOOL

Despite the snow and cold weather the Father
Time Fishing Environmental Expo at Bolger Middle
School, Keansburg, NJ was a great success. As
always, Jeff Johnson, Father Time Director did a
great job of coordinating the Environmental Expo
and a number of organizations, fishing clubs, and
state agencies helped students learn the importance
of environmental stewardship. | enjoyed the
winning environmental letter Jeff read about a
student and her father fishing on the beach. The
young girl stated it was the best time of her life to
watch her father battle a fish in the surf even though
the fish snapped the line. The Bayshore Saltwater
Flyrodders received a plaque of recognition for their
participation and supporting the Father Time Annual
Fishing events. The JCAA Youth Education
Committee provided a Fish Anatomy and Species
Identification learning activity for students attending.
Children received prizes, and HOFNOD materials
for completing the learning station. If you would
like to learn more about the Father Time program
contact Jeff Johnson msumrwind@optonline.net or
phone Jeff at 732 787-2007 Ext 5833.

If you would like to help with our youth education
efforts and offer some of your time to teach children
the joy of fishing, please phone 732-785-9278 or e-
mail gkucharews@aol.com.
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